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English Language Arts — Grade 7 THEME: Taking Creative Risks

PART 1
WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE
WRITE ABOUT THE THEME:

TAKING CREATIVE RISKS

Often, a great idea or great success starts with someone asking the question “Why not?”” and continues
with creative thinking and taking action.

Do ONLY ONE of the following:

tell about a time when you or someone you know had a creative idea
that may or may not have worked out

OR
describe how someone overcame obstacles or stood up against criticism to carry out a creative idea
OR
explain how someone came up with a creative solution to a problem and acted on it
OR
tell about a time when someone may NOT have chosen to take a creative or personal risk
OR

write about the theme in your own way.

You may use examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your imagination.
Your audience will be interested adults.

When you are ready, you may begin your draft.

Pages 5-8 in this test booklet may be used for writing down ideas, organizing your thoughts, or writing a
rough draft. Use the checklists on page 9 to help you improve your writing. Page 10 contains the rubric
used by readers to score your writing. Nothing written in this booklet will be scored. Your final copy
must be written in Part 1 of your Answer Folder starting on page 1.
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program
Grade 7 English Language Arts
Holistic Scorepoint Descriptions
Part 1: Writing from Knowledge and Experience

Here is an explanation of what readers think about as they score your writing.

6

The writing is exceptionally engaging, clear, and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed
with relevant details and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control over organization and the
connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the text. The writer shows a
mature command of language, including precise word choice that results in a compelling piece of
writing. Tight control over language use and mastery of writing conventions contribute to the effect of
the response.

The writing is engaging, clear, and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details
and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control over organization and the connections between
ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer shows a command of language, including
precise word choice. The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are
hardly noticeable.

The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with relevant details and
examples where appropriate, although there may be some unevenness. The response is generally
coherent, and its organization is functional. The writer’s command of language, including word choice,
supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not distracting.

The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with limited or partially
successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an organizational structure, but it may
be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions and language use may interfere
with meaning some of the time. Vocabulary may be basic.

The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped. There may be
little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary may be limited. Limited control over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas and content are not developed or connected. There
may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over writing conventions may make the
writing difficult to understand.

Not ratable if:

A

B
C
D

off topic
illegible
written in a language other than English

blank/refused to respond
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Score Point: 5

This response engages the reader concerning the creative risk this student
took to overcome a fear of roller coasters. The content is clear and focused
on explaining the fear and apprehension the student felt while waiting in
line, describing how the rides looked, and ultimately conquering the fear. A
competent command of language, as well as a consistent tone, helps move
the reader through the text.
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Score Point: 5

This response offers an engaging look at the thoughts and feelings of a rising
basketball star handicapped by an injury. The organizational structure
transitions from the exhilaration of improving skills, to the depression over
the injury, and finally to the redemption of finding wheelchair basketball.
Precise word choice, along with an effective use of tone, contributes to the
effect of this response.
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Score Point: 5

This engaging response follows the life of a baseball player who overcame
his disability to make his dream happen. The organizational structure
naturally transitions from him learmning to play with only one hand to
succeeding in high school, college, the Olympics, and finally, professional
baseball. Word choice and command of language offer an inspiring tribute
and prove the author’s points regarding effort and perseverance. Better
development of one or more of the examples would be needed for a score
point of “6”.






